THE   BOOK   OF
And this vexation endured for twelve days; and just as,
before, she had four hours of the forenoon in holy speeches
yob and dalliance with Our Lord, so now she had as many
hours of foul thoughts and foul memories of lechery and
all uncleanness, as though she had been common to all
manner of people.
And so the devil deluded her, dallying unto her with
cursed thoughts, as Our Lord dallied to her before with
holy thoughts.
And, as she before had many glorious visions and high
contemplation in the Manhood of Our Lord, in Our Lady
and in many other holy saints, even right so had she now
horrible sights and abominable, for aught she could do,
of beholding men's members, and such other abomina-
tions.
She saw, as she thought verily, divers men of religion,
priests and many others, both heathen and Christian,
coming before her sight, so that she might not eschew
them or put them out of her sight, shewing their bare
members unto her.
And therewith the devil bade her, in her mind, choose
whom she would have first of them all, and she must be
common to them all.
And he said she liked better some one of them than all
the others.
She thought that he said truth; she could not say nay;
and she must needs do his bidding, and yet she would not
have done it for all this world.
Yet she thought it should be done, and she thought
these horrible sights and cursed memories were de-
lectable to her, against her will.
Wherever she went, or whatever she did, these cursed
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